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Tafseer of Ayaat ul-Kursi 


( alujj j <Q| j ,U\a U±u-u A>J 

Alhamdulillaahi was salatu was salamu ala 
Sayyidina Muhammad wa 'ala alihi wa ashabihee 
was salam. 


RasulAllah sallalahu 'alaihe wasallam he asked, Ubayy bin Ka'b (radiAllahu anhu) was one of A1 
Ansar and he was a Katib ofal-Wahi, he was one of the scribes who write down Qur’an in the 
time of RasulAllah Sal Allahu alaiyhi wa Sallam. He was a learned man and was very 
knowledgeable in Qur’an. He was considered among the Sahaba to be among the scholars of 
Qur’an. So, RasulAllah Sal Allahu alaiyhi wa Sallam asked him “What is the Greatest Ayah in 
Qur’an?” Ubayy bin Ka'b (radiAllahu anhu), out of respect for RasulAllah Sal Allahu alaiyhi wa 
Sallam, he has been asked by the most knowledgeable, so out of respect he said, 

^—Ic- I 4_1 jjui j j AU I 

“Allah and His messenger do know best.” “Who am I to answer to RasulAllah Sal Allahu 
alaiyhi wa Sallam!” But RasulAllah Sal Allahu alaiyhi wa Sallam wanted to know the answer. 

He said “Tell me the answer.” So RasulAllah Sal Allahu alaiyhi wa Sallam insisted. Ubayy bin 
Ka'b (radiAllahu anhu) said “Ayaat ul-Kursi, 'Allah la ilaha ilia Huwal-Hayyul- 
Qayyum'X 2:255].” 

f J j» 1l jA VI <-l\ V 4*ll 

So RasulAllah Sal Allahu alaiyhi wa Sallam told him 
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“Congratulations on your knowledge, O Abu Mundhir.” RasulAllah Sal Allahu alaiyhi wa 
Sallam was testing him. This was normal oral examination. He wanted to test the knowledge of 
the Sahabi, and that is why he asked the question, not because RasulAllah Sal Allahu alaiyhi wa 
Sallam wanted to know the answer. It was a test and Ubayy bin Ka’b passed the exam. 

So this hadith tells us that Ayaat ul-Kursi is the greatest ayaat in Qur’an. And why is it the 
greatest ayaat in Qur’an, because its an Ayaah of what? What does it talks about? The Tawheed 
of Allah; the same reason that made Qul hu Allahu ‘Ahad (Surah Ikhlas) 

JLaw I I jA J_3 

the greatest Surah in Qur’an. So the greatest Surah in Qur’an is Qul hu Allahu ‘Ahad and the 
greatest ayaat in Qur’an is Alla ilaha ilia Huwal-Hayyul-Qayyum. Therefore, everyone of us 
needs to memorize this ayaat and to understand the meaning of it, and to apply that meaning; 
because there is a difference between understanding and applying. You could know something 
but you don’t act upon it and in this case you are better off not knowing.[You know that] Qur’an 
can be an evidence for you and it can be evidence against you on the Day of Judgment. It could 
be for you if Qur’an comes on the Day of Judgment and witnesses that you followed it. And it 
could be an evidence against you on the Day of Judgment if you knew it and didn’t act upon it. 
Because we know in the hadith that there is someone will be thrown in the Hellfire and he was a 
Hafidh. He memorized all of Qur’an, so when he will ask “Why?” the answer will be because he 
didn’t act upon it and it wasn’t for Ikhlas, there wasn’t any Ikhlas in there. There was no 
sincerity. 

So Islam teaches us that there is no benefit of knowledge unless you apply it and I am saying this 
because Alhamdulillaah, there is a very good revival among the youth. They want to learn Islam 
unlike the generations before. You see the generation above you and the one above it; they 
weren’t so keen to learn about Islam. Alhamdulillaah, that’s a very good sign in the Ummah now 
that many among the youth they want to study the religion. There used to be a time in the 
Muslim countries, where if you get over 90%, you go to medicine, little below that, you go to 
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engineering, a little bit below that, you go to economics, law and if you are right over 50%, you 
go to Shari’a. However, now there are very bright students who want to go and study Shari’a. So 
that’s a good sign, because you know the Universities in the Muslim world are graduated loads 
of students who studied Shari’a, where are they? [Where are they? thousands] But the thing is 
many of them went into Shari’a because there was no other option, not because they really 
wanted it. So that’s a good sign among the youth especially among the youth in the West. They 
are always asking the question, “Where can we go and study? Where can we learn?” 

But an advice needs to go along side that, to say that “Listen, that knowledge doesn’t mean 
anything unless you are going to live by it, unless you are going to apply it.” Otherwise Iblis is 
more knowledgeable than you. Study as much as you want throughout your life but Iblis knows 
more about Shari’a than you do. If you spend your entire life studying Islam, you will still be less 
knowledgeable than him because his knowledge was on par with the same level of the Angels. 
And he lost it all, why? because of Kibr [Arrogance]. 

What did the knowledge of the Alibaar [scholars] of Bani Israel do them? The rabbis in the time 
of ‘Isa? When ‘Isa (alyhi salam) was giving his people the Da’wa, the first people to turn him 
down were the Rabbis of Bani Israel. So Knowledge in itself does not guarantee of anything. It 
doesn’t guarantee the keys of Jannah. It is the application of the knowledge. That’s why the 
students of Imam Ahmed Ibn Hanbal came to him one day and said, “This man [they name one 
of the man mentioned, this man] doesn’t have any knowledge. He is not knowledgeable.” Imam 
Ahmed Ibn Hanbal said “He already has the fruit of knowledge; he has the fear of Allah.” Look 
at the Fiqh of Imam Ahmed Ibn Hanbal, he is saying “Don’t belittle this man because he doesn’t 
have a lot of knowledge because he already has the fruits of knowledge.” What does Allah say in 
the Qur’an: 

£ 1 <i 1«_1 I a J 1_JC. aU | A. \ lot | 

“The ones who fear Allah are the scholars.” So, Imam Ahmed Ibn Hanbal is saying that this man 
has the fear of Allah. He already has it. So the fact that he doesn’t have knowledge does not 
belittle his status because he has what the scholars are trying to get and that is the Khashya of 
Allah Azza wa Jail. 

Ayaat ul-Kursi is an ayaat of Tawheed: 
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There is a Marxist interpretation of History; there is a Capitalistic interpretation of History; but 
then there is the Islamic interpretation of History. Allah (swt) tells us that “History is made up of 
the conflict between truth and falsehood.” That’s what it is. The Anbiya on one side and the 
followers of Shaytan on the other side, and the conflict goes on from one generation to another; 
that’s what our life is about, since the time of Adam till the Day of Judgment. It’s between 
Auliya Ar-Rahman and Auliya As-Shaytan. The followers of Allah and the followers of Shaytan, 
that’s what its all about. That’s what history is about. And the core issue here is Tawheed. Allah 
(swt) says: 


II iJl 'i <ljJI ~ 
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21:25 Not an apostle did We send before thee without this inspiration sent by Us to him: that 
there is no god but I; therefore worship and serx’e Me. 

There is no one worthy of worship but Allah (swt). That’s what history of humanity is. It’s a 
conflict between those who want to worship Allah (swt) and those who want to be worshipped or 
those who want their false deities to be worshipped, those who want money to be worshipped, 
those who want power to be worshipped. And that’s why Tawheed is so great and important that 
the ayaat that talks about it becomes the greatest ayaat in Qur’an and the Surah that talks about it 
becomes the greatest Surah in Qur’an. 


Ayaat ul-Kursi is ten segments. 
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Allah, there is no one worthy of worship but Him. 

Allah Azza wa Jail negates that anyone should be worshipped than referring that only Him to be 
worshipped. And that’s a stronger way of presenting Tawheed than to say Allah (swt) is one. To 
say that “There is no god but one” is a stronger statement than to say “Allah is one”. To say that 
“No one should be worshipped but Allah” is a stronger statement than saying “Allah should be 
worshipped” because that could imply that someone else can also be worshipped. But Allah 
(swt) is saying that “No one is worthy of worship but Him”. So that authority is stripped away 
from everyone else and given to Allah. [VI <11 V <&!] 



AlHaiyyul Qaiyyum are two of the names of Allah (swt). We believe in the names of Allah (swt), 
we believe in their meanings and we need to live by them. A1 Hai is the Living, Allah is the 
Living. He is the First and the Last. A1 Auwal wal Akhir. A1 Qaiyyum means that the life of 
everything else exists through Him because when you say that Allah (swt) is Alive, well we are 
alive too. But the difference is that the Life of Allah (swt) is independent. It doesn’t depend on 
anyone else. But our lives are dependent on Him. We cannot exist except if Allah (swt) gives us 
existence. A1 Qaiyyum, nothing sustains except through Him, nothing can stand up without His 
help. 

No sleep over takes Him nor slumber. 

Musa alaiyhi sallam was asked by a man from Bani Israel “Does Allah sleep?” Musa alaiyhi 
sallam was given the answer by two Angles. They came to Musa alaiyhi sallam and said “Musa, 
we want you this night to stand up and not to sleep.” And they gave him two bottles to hold on to 
it. This is a story that Ibn Katheer mentions in his Tafsir. So he is holding these two bottles?? and 


Imam Anwar A1 Aulaqi 



7 


Tafseer of Ayaat ul-Kursi 


he is standing up. Musa is very tired, exhausted. Musa spends his whole day working in Da’wa 
and Da’wa can be very exhausting work. So he is standing up, holding these two bottles and the 
first stage of the night passes by, he is barely holding himself, the second stage of the night 
passes by, he doses off very briefly but he wakes up again. He is still in control. But then in the 
third part of the night, he loses control. Musa cannot stand up anymore. So he just collapses. The 
two bottles fall down and they shattered. The Angels come to Musa and say “O Musa, if Allah 
Azza wa Jail would sleep, then the Heavens and the Earth would fall down and shatter like these 
two bottles did.” If Allah Azza wa Jail sleeps then who will run and manage the affairs of the 
Heavens and the Earth. So Allah Azza wa Jail never sleeps. He never takes rest. Because the 
Christians and the Jews claim that Allah Azza wa Jail Created the Heavens and the Earth is six 
days and then he rested on the seventh. That’s the concept of the Sabbath that means God needed 
rest. And this is not a side line to belief, if you open the Bible it’s in the first page. The book of 
Genesis, the story of Creation talks about what Allah did in the first day, the second day, the 
third day, the fourth day, the fifth day, the sixth day and then God rested on the seventh. So 
Allah replies in Qur’an in Surat Qaf: 


jVG Lcj) |>L-il ^ * 
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Allaah says, “We created the heavens and the earth and all between them in Six Days ”, 

Allaah created the heavens and earth in six days but then Allaah says, 

LJ j i 1 -a 1 n» <a L^a j 


“But no fatigue over came Us.” 


No fatigue over came Us. So Qur’an comes to correct the Bible. So it approves what is right and 
disapproves what’s wrong. 
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Everything in the Heavens and Earth belongs to Allah. 

Now we all know that, we all know that right? Common sense. Everything in the Heavens and 
Earth belongs to Allah (swt). But do we have Yaqin in that. You see that there is difference 
between knowledge and yaqin; there is ‘Ilm and there is ‘Ilm yaqin. If you are certain that 
everything belongs to Allah (swt), then you are going to live in a different way because there are 
many implications of that. If everything belongs to Allaah in the Heavens and the Earth, 
therefore nothing can happen without His permission. If everything in the Heavens and the Earth 
belongs to Allah (swt), then you cannot get a penny without Him giving you permission. It will 
completely change the way you look to life. If everything is under the control of Allah (swt), if 
everything belongs to Allah (swt), then who should you be afraid of? Allah (swt). You shouldn’t 
worry about anything, because everything comes from Him. In the hadith of Ibn Abbas, 

1*11 j V I til* _ 3 _L_j fii j (Jj _j 1c. j I jjl _a A I A _1 A—a)1 | jj | - 1<~- I j 
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[TS 16:24] 


“And realize that if all the creation come together to benefit you, they will not benefit you 
except with something that was destined for you and if they come together to harm you, they will 
not harm you except with something that was destined for you, the pens are lifted and the scrolls 
are dried.” Everything has been written and the pens are lifted and the ink has dried and it’s a 
permanent ink, you cannot erase it. And there is no you call correction in it; it doesn’t work on 
the scrolls on A1 Qadr. And in the other hadith of Tabarani, 
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RasulAllah Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam says, “If Allaah ‘Azza wajal would punish all of His 
creations, that cannot be considered injustice. And if Allah would have mercy of any of His 
creations then His mercy is better for them than their deeds. And realize that if you spend 
equivalent of mountain of Uhud, gold in the sake of Allah, it won’t be accepted from you until 
you believe in destiny and you believe that what happened to you couldn’t have been prevented 
and what didn’t happened to you couldn’t have happened and if you die believing otherwise you 
would be in Hellfire.”, let’s take an exist and look at this hadith. If Allah (swt) decides to punish 
all of His creations, that cannot be considered injustice. You know what that means? If Allah 
(swt) would take the Angels and the prophets and the Sahaba and the Ta’bein and As Salehien 
and put them in Hellfire and lock them up for eternity, that cannot be considered injustice. If 
Allah (swt) take Muhammad ^j and all of the Anbiya, all of them, and Jibrael and 

punish them for eternity in Hellfire, Allah (swt) has the right to do so. Why? Because we are all 
property of Allah. We belong to Him. And He has the right to do with us whatever He wants. 

And we don’t have right to question Him about anything but He questions us about everything. 
And we owe Him everything and He owes us nothing. Therefore whenever Allah (swt) has 
mercy on someone of His creation, it is a blessing from Him, they didn’t earn it. So RasulAllah 
Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam said “No one will enter Jannah through his deeds.” So the Sahaba 
said “What about you?” He said “Not even me except that Allah will have mercy on me.” This is 
because we are all the sons of Adam. Human beings are created in certain way and they will 
commit sins. So it’s a blessing from Allah Azza wa Jail, Allah (swt) implements His means to us. 
So the meaning of A1 Ghafur, the meaning of Ar Raheem and Ar Rahmaan; the applications of 
this names happens to us. 

Even though it’s not directly related but I love mentioning this hadith, especially in such a 
society like in the west where we are surrounded with sins from every direction, where it is 
sometimes difficult to hold on to your religion because of all the influences around you. This 
hadith is in Bukhari. A man from among the children of Israel killed 99 innocent human beings. 
99! A serial killer. But even though this man is such a criminal, believe it or not, there was still 
some good in his heart. He wanted to make Tauba after killing 99 innocent human beings. This 
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man is ignorant so he asked around “Where can I find somebody of ‘ilm, a man of knowledge? 
Show me.” So they pointed out an ‘Abid somebody who devoted his life to worship. So he went 
to this ‘Abid and he says “This is my situation, I have killed 99 human beings, can Allah forgive 
me?” He said “No way! You have killed 99 human beings!” Now, an ‘Abid is one who has 
spend his life in Hasanat, he has never been to the streets committing sins, he has never been a 
street boy at any point in his life, never dealt with drugs, never committed any of these sins. He 
cannot even think about killing 99 human beings. How could somebody do that? And he can’t 
even imagine the situation. He said “No way Allah can forgive you.” What did the man do? He 
killed him. That shows you how criminal this man was. Just because he disagreed with this 
man’s opinion, his Fatwa, he killed him. For no reason he is willing to kill. So by all standards, 
this man is ruthless, cold blooded killer. So now he completed the 100 th . But there was still 
something in his heart telling him “Go and search for Tauba.” Something very deep in the heart 
somewhere telling him “Try again.” So this time he asked and they told him “Go to a ‘Alim, 
scholar.” So, there is a difference between an ‘Alim and an ‘Abid. So he goes to a scholar and he 
said “I killed 100. Can Allah forgive me?” the scholar said “And who can stand between you and 
Tauba? Who is it who can prevent you from repentance? Who can stand between you and Allah 
(swt)? Who has the right to stand between you and Allah (swt)? Allah (swt) is the one who 
created you and there is no intermediate between you and Him. Nobody can prevent you from 
Tauba. And no matter what you did, there is still chance for you to make Tauba.” So he opened 
up the door of Tauba to him which was already open but looks at the ‘ilm of the scholar. The 
fatwa is based on the circumstances. The fatwa is based on the time and the place. The scholar 
told him “But you have to leave and move out of this town because this is a town of sin and you 
have to go to this other town where people are righteous and they will help you worship Allah.” 
Look at the fatwa. He said “This town, this environment, everything is associated with your sins. 
Even if you try to get away from those sins, the city itself, where you have committed 100 crimes 
of murder, everything will bring back these flash backs, these memories. So you won’t be able to 
get out of that cycle of violence. You have to change the environment; you have to change the 
circumstances around you. The faces of the people, the building that you see, the landmarks, 
everything is associated with your crimes. So you have to move out. And you have to go to a 
different place and make hijra.” So hijra in this situation is the hijra from the place of sin to the 
place of ibadah. 
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The important thing here is the ‘Alim himself didn’t make hijra. The scholar himself was in that 
town of sin. So hijra sometimes could be different from one person to another. At particular 
moments there is mandatory hijra. If there is an Islamic State and it calls for hijra like RasulAllah 
Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam in Madinah, it became fard to make hijra because of the command 
of RasulAllah Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam. But in other situations you need to make hijra from 
the place you will commit sins to the place you can worship Allah and that is different from one 
person to another. For some people its this place and for some people its another place. So it’s a 
case by case issue, there is no general fatwa for it. So the scholar himself did not move out. So 
this man left, he followed the advice of the scholar. 

And also I want to say to my young brothers and if there are any sisters here, this tells you how 
important company is. Especially at young age, your peers and friends are who you are. So be 
careful of who is around you. Be careful of who you associate with. Don’t feel like you’re 
macho, strong that you could take on the whole world and it doesn’t matter who’s around you, 
you are going to be firm on your Iman. No. you want to make sure you are around some good 
friends because RasulAllah Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam says “The worse eats from the straying 
sheep.” So make sure you don’t stray from the righteous Jama’ah. Stick around with good 
brothers and the sisters; stick around with the good sisters. 

So this man leaves but he dies before he reaches the other town. So the angels of punishment 
come down claiming his soul because when you die, your soul will be claimed by angels of 
punishment or angels of Jannah. So the angel of punishment came down to claim his soul from 
the angel of death but then the angel of mercy disputed their claim. They said “He belongs to 
us.” The angels of punishment said “No, he belongs to us because he didn’t commit Tauba yet.” 
The angels of mercy said “He belongs to us because he came out with the intention of Tauba.” 
And they couldn’t solve the dispute. So Allah Azza wa Jail sends down an angel to them telling 
them “Measure the distance between the place of his death and the two towns. If you find him 
closer to his town then his abode is Hellfire, if you find him closer to the town of righteousness 
then he belongs to Jannah.” They measured the distance and they found him closer to where? 
They find him closer to his town. Therefore, he belongs to the angels of punishment, so he 
should have gone to Hellfire. Bad news, but look at what happened? And this Hadith is in 
Bukhari, RasulAllah Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam says “Allah Azza wa Jail, when the angels 
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were measuring the distances, Allaah ‘Azza wajall ordered the earth to change its dimensions. So 
the distance between his town and him was lengthened and the distance between him and the 
righteous town was shortened. So when they measured the distance, they found him closer to the 
town of righteousness so he ended up going to Jannah. Allah Azza wa Jail could have made him 
die closer to the other town. He could have done that right? But He made him die closer to the 
righteous town so that Allah could show us that He will go out of His way, and He will have 
mercy and forgiveness on His servants when they ask for it and Allah Azza wa Jail is willing to 
change the dimensions of earth to do so. And He did this with a man who killed one hundred 
human beings. Is there any sin then that is unforgiveable? Any sin, under the sun, Allah will 
forgive you if you ask for it. Ask for forgiveness. 

But then there could be somebody who could be righteous but because they don’t ask for 
forgiveness, they would go to Hellfire. 

There was a man in Jahiliyyah whose name was Abdullah bin Jadan. He was one of the noble 
men of Quraish. He was very righteous and generous. He did a lot of good deeds, standing up for 
the weak and the poor. ‘Aisha radhiAllahu anha asked RasulAllah Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam 
“Ya RasulAllah sallalahu 'alaihe wasallam! 
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“O RasulAllah sallalahu 'alaihe wasallam! Did you see all of those good deeds that Abdullah bin 
Jadan used to do, will those deeds benefit him on the Day of Judgment?” RasulAllah Sallalahu 
alaiyhi wa sallam said, 

[TS 30:52] (j_) id I ^ "i i -daa. ^j-ac. I i_jj jA I ^ j_iJ I (jiLj -Lil 

“No, because he never said even once ‘O Allah forgive my sins’ on the Day of Judgment.” This 
was a man who died on shirk. He didn’t ask Allah (swt) for forgiveness so he lost it all. 

So stick to Laa ilaaha illallaah and asking Allaah for forgiveness, but the thing is you want to be 
careful and not try to plot against Allah (swt). Some people, what they do are, they say “O, Allah 
is forgiving merciful; I am going to take advantage of that. So I am going to commit all sins and 
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then after I have my enjoyments and fun, after I am satisfied then I am going to say ‘0 Allah, 
forgive me.”’ It doesn’t work that way. Why? Because RasulAllah Sallalahu alaiyhi wa sallam 
said, 


[TS 31:45] a__j 1 

“Tauba (repentance) is regret.” So you must regret your sins. So don’t think that you are going to 
take advantage of the mercy of Allah (swt) and then Allah (swt) is going to forgive you anyway. 
No, you regret what you did then; you wish that you never did that. That’s the most important 
element, and you humble yourself in front of Allah Azza wa Jail and you plead and you make 
sujud (prostrate) and you pray to Allah Azza wa Jail that He forgives you, that Nadm is what 
washes away the sins from the body. 

1 ts-® ^ J ^ j l axji 1 I i_a A _S 

Everything in the Heavens and Earth belongs to Allah. Therefore, you should fear no one but 
Allah. 

A1 Iz ibn Abdus Salam, one of the great scholars of this Ummah, he went to give naseeha to a 
tyrant. So he went and he was speaking softly at the beginning but then his voice went up and up 
and up and then eventually he was pointing towards the tyrant and screaming at his face. When 
he left his students asked him “What did you do?” He said “When I saw him, I thought about the 
greatness of Allah Azza wa Jail so this tyrant became smaller than a cat. I thought about how 
great Allah is and so when I put things in prospective and this tyrant, who your knees shake 
whenever you hear his name, he became smaller than a cat.” Because he put things in the right 
perspective. Allah Azza wa Jal controls the life of everyone. Nothing will happen to you except 
if Allah (swt) wills. Pharaoh, who was the most powerful tyrant of his time, who had the most 
powerful army on the face of the earth, who had the best intelligent services, who had the most 
numerous police force, could not fight away a single man from among Bani Israel, whom he 
already had prior information about. He was already given the information that there is going to 
be man from among the children of Israel who will take your kingdom. You know the story of 
Musa and Fir’on. Pharaoh sees a dream that there is somebody from among the Jews who will 
take away your kingdom. So Pharaoh killed every male child that was born that year. He would 
put every pregnant woman among the children of Israel under surveillance. And when she 
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delivered, if its boy executed and if it was a girl, then he would let her live. Nevertheless, the 
mother of Musa (alyhi salam) was able to conceal her pregnancy and deliver the child and not 
only that, but that child ended up being reared and raised up by Pharaoh himself. So, Allah told 
the mother of Musa (alyhi salam) to throw your child in the river [just throw him]. So Allah 
(swt) takes Musa alaiyhi salam through the river and the small box carrying Musa (alyhi salam) 
docks right in front of the palace of Pharaoh. Pharaoh picks him up, raises him up and Allah 
Azza wa Jail says 

1_j j I j .Ac. ^_1 jj _1 (j jc. (JI f. * L «"i \ La 

The people/family of Pharaoh picked Musa up so that he would be their adversary. 

This is the lesson in the name of Allah (swt) He is the Al-waliyy, the Protector. If Allah wants to 
protect His servant, no one, if they have super power, if they have the most powerful arms in the 
world, if they have the most powerful weapons armies whatever, spies all over, if they did a 
collaboration of every nation in the world, if Allah (swt) wants to protect His servant no one can 
get through to him. No one. And they will keep on teasing the Pharaohs of their time until Allah 
Azza wa Jail will take away their lives. Musa alaiyhi salam leaves and he ends up coming back 
to Fir’on telling him to say Laa ilaaha illallaah. How come Pharaoh wasn’t able to kill him then? 
Did Musa have an army with him? He was alone but this is the Hidhr -j^] of Allah 

(swt). RasulAllah Sallalahu alaiyhi wa sallam; how many assassination attempts against him? he 
was alone in Makkah, no support what so ever. And Makkah was a lawless land, somebody 
could have just come and take away his life and assassinated him. But Allah Azza wa Jail wanted 
to protect Muhammad Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam. And there is a lesson for us in what is 
happening in Palestine. First, the most powerful army in the world is trying to kill some leaders 
who are unarmed. And they end up coming out safe while we could have on other side Muslims 
who are coward and afraid and they end up dying in millions. They end up dying in millions! 

And the ones who stand up against evil, Allah protects them. So don’t look at things from the 
worldly point of view. Put things in the right prospective. Allah controls the Heavens and earth. 
Not even a needle can poke you if Allah does not destine that to happen. Nothing can happen to 
you; nothing at all. While if you run away from death, death will come to you. Allah Azza wa 
Jail says 
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It talks about some people from Bani Israel who ran away from death. They ran away from it. So 
Allah sent death to them. 

While Khalid ibn Walid who tried for his entire life to die as a Shaheed, he tried his best. And 
then when he was chasing the angel of death, what did he say? He said “7 have tried in every 
battle to die, and there is not a inch in my body that is not injured, be it from a sword or a spear 
of an arrow and here I am dying on my bed, so let not the eyes of the cowards sleep, those 
cowards; may Allah take away sleep from their eyes”. You are running away from death and 
here I am trying to face death and I never got it. I never got it. Now Khalid ibn Walid, there must 
be another reason for him to die in his bed; in addition to that, Rasul Allah Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa 
sallam said he is the Sword of Allah; so it might be inappropriate for the Sword of Allah to be 
killed in the battle field and the Sword of Allah needs to die a natural death. But that also happen 
to other people, Allah just gives them protection. Look at people today; look at what is 
happening today? There are some people whom Allah is protecting them. You don’t know how, 
but its protection from Allah Azza wa Jail. Allah Azza wa Jail is the Hafiz, He is the Protector. 

f'] t ^_9 La j Cl! j ' ^ ■ ■' 11 LS S La 4_1 

Everything in the Heavens and Earth belongs to Allah. And if you have this deep belief in Allah 
Azza wa Jail, you will not seek haram rizq. You will not go after haram because you will know 
that your rizq is already there, its just a matter of time before you get it. 

. . . . v <L ja (j-a 4_9 j j_j J La j 5. <1 A _1 (J» ^ j all! (j “l j (j-a j . . 

Whoever has Taqwa of Allah, Allah Azza wa Jail will provide for them, will find a way out for 
them and provide for them from those of opportunity that they never expected. 

So you know, there are many implications of believing and having yaqin in 
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Who is he who can intercede with Him except with His permission ? 

We believe in Shafa’a; We believe in major and minor Shafa’a. 

Major Shafa’a is given to Muhammad Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam alone. And then there is 
minor Shafa’a which is given for example to the Shuhada. But the Shafa’a cannot happen except 
through the permission of Allah (swt). Because there is a belief among the people of the Book 
that their great men, learned men, Rabbis are the ones who will judge among the people on the 
Day of Judgment. So Allah (swt) responses to that and says “It’s not up to your desires.” Shafa’a 
cannot happen except through the permission of Allah (swt). It is also tells us that we shouldn’t 
believe that such and such person has the right to make Shafa’a for us. Shafa’a is something that 
is controlled by Allah (swt). You know people believe that this wali can make Shafa’a for me 
and do this and that for me. Shafa’a is something that Allah (swt) controls and He gives it to 
whomever He wills. 


a _j j 1_ j V 1 t> a jc. £_Lui_j aJ I I j (j_* 





He knows what is in front of you and what is behind you. 

You see! Our lives follow a line. Time is linear. You have past, present and future. That’s time. 
So time is behind you, with you and in front of you. And we are forced to go down this one way, 
we cannot take a step back and we cannot take two steps ahead. We have to take one step at a 
time. So you cannot go back to the past nor can you go back to the future. There is no “Back to 
the future” in Islam. You are forced to follow this linear line of time. But with Allah Azza wa 
Jail, its different. Allah (swt) is not binded by time because He is the One who created it. With 
Allah (swt), it’s all in front of Him. The past, the present and the future is all known to Him. 
Allah (swt) Knows the past exactly like He Knows the present and exactly like He Knows the 
future; there is no difference. Allah (swt) Knows what is ahead of you and what is behind you. 
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Because Allah (swt) Knows all of that, Allah Azza wa Jail has shown some of His Anbiyah 
glimpses of the future. Why? Because it’s all open book with Allah Azza wa Jail. So when 
RasulAllah Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam told us about he saw such and such in Hellfire or when 
he saw this event happening on the Day of Judgment or he saw this and that happening in 
Jannah, RasulAllah Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam was seeing the actual image but he was seeing 
it in advance for Allah (swt) is Showing RasulAllah Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam glimpse of 
what is happening in the future; Jannah, an-Naar and Yaumul Qiyyamah. For Allah (swt) Knows 
it all because its in front of Him, Allaah knows it all. 

^ ^J LhH ^ 
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And they know nothing except that which Allah is given them. 

Our knowledge is all from Allah (swt). Musa alaiyhi sallam was asked by a man from Bani 
Israel, 


[TS 44:22] ? o> 1—i-J I ^ f-lc. I ^ ^ j-a l_i 

“O Musa, who is the most knowledgeable man?” So Musa alaiyhi sallam said “I am.” Musa 
alaiyhi sallam was not saying that out of pride. Musa alaiyhi sallam was speaking to the best of 
his knowledge. So to the best of his knowledge he is the most knowledgeable. He is the Nabi of 
Allah (swt); Jibreil is speaking to him; he is receiving the Wahi of Allah (swt); so to him it was 
obvious. But Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala said “O Musa, there is someone who has knowledge 
that you do not have.” So to show you that Musa alaiyhi sallam was not saying that out of pride, 
when he knew that there is somebody who has knowledge that he doesn’t have, what did he ask? 
He said “Where can I find him? I want to go and study under him” So Musa alaiyhi sallam is the 
Nabi of Allah (swt) and he is willing to travel [fJd'to seek knowledge. 

So in our days when knowledge is scattered, is given to you for free and you turn away from it, 
remember that Musa (alyhi salam) had to travel long distance in those old days and he is the 
Nabi of Allah who doesn’t really have to go and study from anybody else. But he did it because 
of his love of knowledge. 
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So he goes and he meets with A1 Khadr. In the beginning of their journey, the first thing that 
happened, look at the first lesson that Musa (alyhi salam) is getting from his teacher now, they 
are riding this boat and so a bird comes on a deck, and this bird dips its beak in the water in the 
sea and it picks up one drop of water in its small beak, A1 Khadr says Musa “Do you see that 
bird?” Musa says “Yes.” A1 Khadr says “Do you see how much water it took from the sea?” 

Musa says “Yes.” A1 Khard says “Your knowledge compare to the knowledge of Allah is like 
what the bird took from the sea. Add my knowledge and yours; you think you are the most 
knowledgeable person and Allah tells you that I have some knowledge that you don’t have; add 
the two together; it is less than the drop of water that the bird took from the sea.' 

P L£i t * J V I 4 a 1c. p _J (j pA— iPi _ J j 
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The Kursi of Allah (swt), which is translated as the foot-stool, the Kursi of Allah (swt), 
encompasses the Heavens and the Earth. So what’s the magnitude of size? Modem science 
teaches us that there are billions of stars or actually there are billions of galaxies. And each 
galaxy has billions of stars. And distances in the universe are so huge that that we don’t use 
kilometers or miles. We use light years. And it takes a beam of light 1 second to travel 300 000 
kilometers or a 186 000 miles. So the speed of light is 186 000 miles per second. Not per hour 
per second. So in 1 second this beam of light will travel 186 000 miles. So we measure the 
distances in light years. How far a light beam does travels in an entire year. And the closest star 
to us is 4*4 light years away. That’s the closest star. Now events are carried in light. So when I 
see you now, what I see is the reflection of light coming off of you. So light is reflecting off of 
your body and it is getting into my eye, and my brain interprets that thing, right? Now if I turn 
off the light, we can’t see each other because there is no reflection of light. So images are carried 
through light. Now I see you, and the image that I get of you is instantaneous because the light 
beam is immediately getting from you to me because it is very fast. However, when you go out at 
night and take a look at the star which is 4*4 light years away, what are you seeing? When are 
you seeing the star when? You are seeing the star 4*4 years ago. What you are seeing is not a live 
image. What you are seeing is an image that is 4*4 years old. So the star could have already 
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disappeared and you are still seeing it in the sky. Now there are stars that are thousand light years 
away and millions light years away and billion light years away. So what you see is an outdated 
image; way outdated. What you see is the universe a long time ago; you don’t even know what 
happened out there. Now we think that the telescopes are telling us everything, what we are 
seeing is outdated; may be Yaumul Qiyyamah is on its way and we don’t even know [you never 
know]. 

So when RasulAllah Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam says that Yaumul Qiyyamah is very close, 
may be the beginning of the Day of Judgment was already happening then, we have no way to 
know. We should be ready for it whenever it comes. Now, these stars are billion light years 
away; we are still discovering new galaxies every day. Allah Azza wa Jail says in Surah Tabarak 
(Mulk) 

CjfcUi (UJLjl Uj j Jjs}j 


And We have adorned die lowest heaven with stars 

So what that means is that everything that we are seeing is still within the lowest heaven. So in 
the 21 st century, we still cannot get beyond the lowest heaven; and we are measuring distances in 
light years, astronomical numbers. But RasulAllah Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam tells us that the 
lowest heaven compare to the heaven above it is like throwing a ring in a shield. The ratio in size 
is like a ring in a shield. So this lowest heaven which we still cannot comprehend the size of it 
yet, compare to the one above it is like a ring in a shield. And the 6 th to the 5 th is like a ring in a 
shield and the 5 th to the 4 th is like a ring in a shield and the 4 th to the 3 ld is like a ring in a shield 
And the 3 rd to the 2 nd is like a ring in a shield and the 2nd to the 1st is like a ring in a shield and 
the 7 th heaven or the highest one, compare to the Throne of Allah (swt) is like a ring in a dessert. 
So the Kursi of Allah (swt) encompasses everything. 

ija jV I j ul j 1 ii 1 I 4 j ui jS, £jui j 

And this weak human being thinks that he can get away from Allah. What are you? You are 
living in a small planet; if you take an aerial view of the universe you can’t even see it. You are 
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nothing. And when you look at the galaxy, you are thrown at the corner of the galaxy; on the 
margins to the universe. We are nothing. 

Therefore, in Qur’an, it says “Run not away from Allah but you run to Allah.” The fear of Allah 
(swt) is different than the fear of anything else. When you fear a lion, what do you do? You run 
away. Did you ever see somebody afraid of lion and he run to the lion? No, you run away. You 
just run away as fast as you can. But with Allah (swt) where are you going to run away? Where 
are you going to go? So the only way is to run towards Him. So when you fear Allah (swt), you 
don’t run away from Allah (swt), you run towards Allah (swt). 


[TS 53:12] ill 


And that’s the difference between the fear of Allah (swt) and the fear of anything else. So it’s a 
completely different type of fear. It’s a fear that drives you closer to Allah (swt) not further 
away. Fear is a natural human instinct. You must have fear. But Islam comes and it puts every 
instinct you have in the right channel. You have greed! Allah (swt) tells you “Well, have greed. 
That’s fine. But have greed to get the pleasures of Jannah. You have fear! Keep that fear. But 
you should have fear from the Creator not from the creations. You love wealth! That’s alright, 
love wealth, but love it in Jannah.” Islam does not tell you to be what you are unable to be. 
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All of your needs; Islam will satisfy them and more. “You will get what you want 

UjJ Li_j L^i —1 


and We will give you more. 
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And it’s not difficult for Him to manage. 
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The High and the Great. 

So the ayah starts with two of the names of Allah (swt); A1 Hayiul Qaiyyum; and it ends with 
two of the names of Allah (swt); ‘Aliyyul ‘Adh(z)eem, the High and the Great. So when you say 
that Allah (swt) is Great; you know! get out of the typical way of looking at the names of Allah 
(swt). We are supposed to have contemplation. When you say that Allah (swt) is ‘Adh(z)eem, 
that Allah (swt) is Great, it means that Allah (swt) is Greater than everything. Allah (swt) is 
Greater than your family. Allah (swt) is Greater than your wealth. Allah (swt) is Greater than 
your self. Allah (swt) is Greater than your job. Allah (swt) is Greater than everything. Therefore, 
when you say “Allahu Akbar” in your Salah, that “Allah is Great”, you are throwing everything 
behind you. You are throwing your work, your family, your wealth, everything. And you are 
giving up those moments to Allah Azza wa Jail. Allah is Great. Throw everything behind you, 
put it behind your back. When you move your hands up, throw everything behind you. 

II (j—U—ll jA j 

So this is the Ayah of A1 Kursi. We will close with a story. This is from Bukhari. Abu Huraiyra ( 
<Gc. ill s ^j) was given the responsibility of guarding the Sadaqat (al-Fitr) of Ramadan. So late at 
night he heard some noise so he went to investigate the matter and he found out that there was 
somebody in there, trying to steal the Sadaqah. So Abu Huraiyra (<j=- j) captures the guy 
and tells him “I am going to take you to RasulAllah (Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam).” So the man 
says “Please don’t, I am very poor and I have children . . .” and Abu Huraiyra (^ j), 

being a very merciful Sahabi, he was very kind, he let him free. The next day RasulAllah 
Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam meets Abu Huraiyra j) in the morning, and without Abu 

Huraiyra (^ j) telling him anything, he said, “What did your guest, your visitor do last 
night?” RasulAllah Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam already knew about it. Abu Huraiyra said "O 
Allah's Apostle! The person complained of being needy and of having many dependents, so, I 
pitied him and let him go." RasulAllah Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam said “He is going to come 
back again.” Abu Huraiyra said “I believed that he would show up again as Allah's Apostle had 
told me that he would return. So, I waited for him watchfully.” When he (showed up and) started 
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stealing handfuls of foodstuff, I caught hold of him again and said, "I will definitely take you to 
Allah's Apostle.” He said, "Leave me, for I am very needy and have many dependents. I promise 
I will not come back again." Abu Huraiyra (ra) had a soft personality, he let him go. Next the 
morning RasulAllah Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam asked me, "What did he do?" I replied, "0 
Allah's Apostle! He complained of his great need and of too many dependents, so I took pity on 
him and set him free." Allah's Apostle said, "He will return." Now the third night, Abu Huraiyra 
(ra) captures him and said “This time I am capturing you, Three strikes you are out. No more. 
This time you are in big trouble.” So when the man felt that it’s getting serious and that Abu 
Huraiyra (ra) is not going to set him free, he said “How about if I teach you something before 
you go to bed that is guaranteed that it will protect you from Shaytan until you wake up.” This 
man knew very well the weak point of Abu Huraiyra (<j& j); his love of knowledge. He 

was Talibal ‘ilm. He loved knowledge so much he would accompany RasulAllah Sallallaahu 
alaiyhi wa sallam continuously. So later on, in the time of Banu Umaiyya, some people came to 
Abu Huraiyra (<j& j) and said “How come you are narrating so many ahadith and the other 
sahaba are not narrating as many as you?” And keep in mind that Abu Huraiyra (<j& j) was 
a late Muslim. He became Muslim after Khandak, or after Khaibar. Abu Huraiyra (^ j) 
said “Because the other Sahaba had businesses and farms, and I used to follow RasulAllah 
Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam on an empty stomach. While the Sahaba were busy with their shops 
and businesses and farms, I used to follow RasulAllah Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam, and I had 
no businesses and no work whatsoever and I would follow him with an empty stomach. So he 
loved knowledge so much. He was a student of hadith. So this man knew how to twist the arm of 
Abu Huraiyra (<j& j). He told him “I am going to teach you something” Abu Huraiyra ( 

<Gc. ill j) said “Go ahead.” He said "Whenever you go to bed, recite "Ayat-al-Kursi"— 'Allahu 
la ilaha ilia huwa-l-Haiy-ul Qaiyum' till you finish the whole verse. (If you do so), Allah (swt) 
will appoint a guard for you who will stay with you and no shaytan will come near you till 
morning. Abu Huraiyra set him free. The next morning, Abu Huraiyra meet with RasulAllah 
Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam, so RasulAllah Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa sallam asked him “What did 
you visitor do?” Abu Huraiyra (<j& j) told him the story. RasulAllah Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa 
sallam said, Ya Aba Huraiyra! “Do you know whom you were talking to, these three nights, O 
Abu Huraiyra?" Abu Huraiyra said, "No." He said, "It was Shaytan." Aby Huraiyra (<j& j) 
had been speaking to shaytan for three nights. 
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Now, dear brothers and sisters, you are not supposed to follow shaytan. But this is the only 
exception. This is the only time we should take the Nasiha, the advice, of Shaytan. And that is to 
recite Ayaat ul-Kursi. How come? Because shaytan didn’t tell us this because he loves us, 
shaytan had to tell us this to get out this trouble; and he is speaking out of his experience. 
Nobody can tell you the value of reciting Ayaat ul-Kursi at night; nobody has more experience 
about it than shaytan because he is the one who is affected by it. So he is speaking out of his 
experience. He knows how burning ayaat Al-Kursi is and RasulALlah Sallallaahu alaiyhi wa 
sallam said, 
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“He told you the truth even though he is a liar.” So this time he did speak the truth even though 
he is a liar. So follow this advice of shaytan, only in this, not in anything else, and recite Ayaat 
A1 Kursi before you go to bed, it will protect you from shaytan until you wake up in the morning. 
This is another piece of equipment that you can add to your assortment of weapons that Allah 
subhaanahu wa taa’ala has provided you with. ‘Audh(z)ubillaahi minash shaytanir rajim is one. 

- J 1 I (j 1 U j 1 I AU 1_J j jfr I 

The adh(z)kar of Allah is another. Ayaat ul Kursi is another. And [Falaq & an-Nas] all 

of these help you against your greatest enemy Iblis, shaytanar rajim. You also want to recite 
ayaat ul kursi after every salah. RasulAllah Sallallaahu alaihi wa sallam says “If you recite ayaat 
ul kursi after every salah, nothing will stand between you and Jannah except death.” So recite 
ayaat ul Kursi after every salah. Ayaat ul kursi is an ayah that you want to have with you all the 
time after Salat in the morning, at night you recite it. When I say you would want to have it with 
you I’m not saying carrying it in a wrapped piece of paper, I’m saying carrying it in your heart. 

We ask Allah (swt) to forgive us all and we seek refuge in him from hell fire and we ask him to 
reward us with Jannah. [ameen Allaahuma Ameen] 
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